
Psalm 95
If today you hear His voice



http://ElmontBibleStudy.org Psalm 95 2

Psalm 95
● The Soncino Commentary on the Psalms states that Pss 95-100 and Ps 

93 as a prelude are post-exilic and reflect the joy of the return.  The 
heading of Ps 96 in the LXX reads "When the house was built after the 
captivity".  Thus these psalms may reflect the joy of being able to finally 
come before God to worship Him in His temple, cf. Dan 3:37-38, Ps 
51:18-19

● v1 – From what are we saved?
● v2 – Is this how we approach Him privately and in liturgy? - Ps 100
● v3 – The Trinity as the only god has been an assumption in the West for 

centuries.  It is no longer the case and we can learn from this perspective
– Great King was a title borne by emperors in the Near East - Jerome Biblical 

Commentary

●
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Psalm 95
● vv4-5 – God as creator of all the Earth

– Pagans considered gods regional – I Kings 20:21-29
– This is why the concept of God as creator of all was so stunning and is a 

prevalent theme in the Psalms – Gen 1

● v6 – Creation did not need to happen but reflects God’s nature
– It is an act of love and we are creations of that love
– Even those conceived without love were given a soul in love
– Loving worship is our response - Rev 4:2-11
– The psalmist may have been thinking more of God as the maker of Israel - 

cf. Deut 32:6,15

● v7 – cf. John 10:1-18, Ps 23
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Psalm 95
● v8 – Why the sudden change of theme? Remember the setting

– Warning to not repeat the mistakes that resulted in exile
– Ex 17:1-7 (v.2 cf. Ex 16:1-8, 1 Sam 8:1-7 – note the corruption)
– Massah=Test; Meribah=Strife
– Time setting – beginning of Exodus, before Sinai, before 40 years
– Not the whole story – Num 20:2-13

● May be two accounts
– Num 20 only mentions Meribah and not Massah
– Ex 17 Moses is instructed to strike the rock whereas in Num 20 he is to speak to it
– Time setting – end of the Exodus
– It appears that Miriam, Aaron and Moses all died in the same year (cf. Num 33:38, Deut 34:5-8)

● May be same account from different traditions (Ex 17: J, Num 20: P)
● Story may be unrelated to time setting – topological Eastern literature
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Psalm 95
● v8 – Could be referring to both Ex 17 and Num 20

– Disobedience from the start to the finish of the Exodus – q.v. v10

● v10 – The wording is very strong
– Soncino says it is "was I disgusted"

– Soncino mentions that a generation was 40 years in Hebrew thought

– Interestingly, they also state that "err in heart" is literally "wanderers of 
heart" which makes an interesting connection with their condemnation 
to wander 40 years in the wilderness.
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Psalm 95
● v11 – Important scripture in New Testament

– Pivotal event in Israel’s history: Num 13:25-14:35, especially vv 21-23
● Num 14:18 - Although this seeming contradiction could be resolved by saying that those held guilty 

are those who do not repent, it can be more easily resolved by understanding that God makes a 
distinction between the eternal punishment of sin and the temporal punishment of sin.  The breach 
of our relationship with God may be healed but we must still deal with the consequences of our sin 
upon the world around us

● Thus the suffering for several generations
● The more literal translations favor the latter understanding

– JPS:  forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet he does not remit all punishment
– Rotherham: Forgiving iniquity and transgression: Though he will not leave, wholly unpunished

● This is illustrated by God's response to Moses' plea.  God pardons the Israelites in that He does not 
destroy them but imposes a temporal penalty that they will wander for 40 years in the wilderness 
until that entire generation dies before they will enter the promised land

● We see this again in the account of David and Bathsheba in II Sam 12 and in Ps 99:8
● The God of justice does not usurp our claims to justice

– “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

● Scriptural foundation of Purgatory
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Psalm 95
● v11 – Important scripture in New Testament

– Pivotal event in Israel’s history: Num 13:25-14:35, especially vv 21-23

– Heb 3:7-4:11
● Heb 3:13 – deceitfulness of sin

– Sin in a broad sense – lawlessness – insisting on doing what we want – I John 3:4 
(anomia)

– Gal 5:13, 17 – NABRE, RWP - "so that you may not do what you want."
– Jer 17:9 – the connection between doing what we want and deceit
– As opposed to resting from our works – this is where Hebrews is going

● Heb 3:19 – Interesting that seeing was not believing
– Believing is not knowing but rather embracing – closely related to the surrender of will 

mentioned above – cf. Luke 16:25-31, contrast John 20:29


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

