
Magnificat
The Almighty Has Done Great 

Things For Me



The Magnificat

Magnificat
● Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 – Magnify, i.e., extol, laud

– cf. I Sam 2:1-10

● Elizabeth has just greeted and praised Mary – Luke 1:41-45
– “The canticle is Mary's quiet response to Elizabeth's congratulations; it 

is as though she says: 'There is no reason to congratulate me.  It was 
all the work of the Lord.  My good fortune consists in the fact that he 
has deigned to notice one so small as I am'.” - A Catholic Commentary 
on Holy Scripture
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Mary’s Savior
● v47 – God my Savior

– This verse is often cited as an objection to the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception saying that Mary must have sinned if she needed a savior. This 
reflects an understanding of salvation focused only on the forgiveness of our 
sins.  We need both redemption and sanctification to be fully justified.  The 
Savior filled Mary with grace, thus sanctified her and, in doing so, saved her

– The earliest Church had no problem seeing Mary as both a "cause" and 
recipient of salvation.  In Against Heresies, Book III, Chapter 22, Paragraph 
4, Irenaeus, the disciple of Polycarp, the disciple of John, writes:

● "so also did Mary, having a man betrothed [to her], and being nevertheless a virgin, 
by yielding obedience, become the cause of salvation, both to herself and the whole 
human race" 
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Magnificat
● v48 – Echoes previous verses

– Handmaid – cf. v38

– Call me blessed – cf. v45

– It is sad that many Protestant denominations berate Mary rather than 
call her blessed

– Part of this is confusion over the word venerate.  Venerare is hold in 
high esteem while adorare is worship.  We often reverse that in English

– The veneration of the Saints goes back to the earliest years of the 
Church as a way of both remembering and encouraging contemporary 
Christians by their example
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Veneration of the Saints
 In chs 17 and 18 of the Martyrdom of Polycarp (a disciple of the Apostle John and Bishop of Smyrna), we read:

"But when the adversary of the race of the righteous, the envious, malicious, and wicked one, perceived the 
impressive nature of his martyrdom, and [considered] the blameless life he had led from the beginning, and how 
he was now crowned with the wreath of immortality, having beyond dispute received his reward, he did his 
utmost that not the least memorial of him should be taken away by us, although many desired to do this, and to 
become possessors of his holy flesh. For this end he suggested it to Nicetes, the father of Herod and brother of 
Alce, to go and entreat the governor not to give up his body to be buried, lest, said he, forsaking Him that was 
crucified, they begin to worship this one. This he said at the suggestion and urgent persuasion of the Jews, who 
also watched us, as we sought to take him out of the fire, being ignorant of this, that it is neither possible for us 
ever to forsake Christ, who suffered for the salvation of such as shall be saved throughout the whole world (the 
blameless one for sinners ), nor to worship any other. For Him indeed, as being the Son of God, we adore; but 
the martyrs, as disciples and followers of the Lord, we worthily love on account of their extraordinary affection 
towards their own King and Master, of whom may we also be made companions and fellow disciples!"

"The centurion then, seeing the strife excited by the Jews, placed the body in the midst of the fire, and 
consumed it. Accordingly, we afterwards took up his bones, as being more precious than the most exquisite 
jewels, and more purified than gold, and deposited them in a fitting place, whither, being gathered together, as 
opportunity is allowed us, with joy and rejoicing, the Lord shall grant us to celebrate the anniversary of his 
martyrdom, both in memory of those who have already finished their course, and for the exercising and 
preparation of those yet to walk in their steps."
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Magnificat
● v49 - cf. Ps 18:35(36)

– Mighty in contrast to Mary's lowliness

– We are called to be saints – for God to do great things in us

– But we must always remember it is God who does it
● God does the miracles
● God does the healing
● God does the extraordinary loving and sacrifice
● God gives the courage and endurance
● God does the transformation
● Gen 41:15-16, Dan 2:26-28
● Humility, dwelling in the cell of self-knowledge, opens the door for God to do 

great things in us



The Magnificat

Magnificat
● v51 - cf. Pss 118:15-16, 98:2

– cf. Rom 1:18-28

● v52 - There is considerable discussion about who the mighty, 
lowly, hungry, and rich are
– cf. Mark 9:33-35, I Peter 5:5

● v53 - cf. Luke 16:25, 6:21, Matt 5:6
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Magnificat
● vv54-55 - cf. Luke 1:68-75

– Just because Mary is perfect does not mean she knows the entire plan
● The initial focus is Israel – Luke 1:31-33, 68-75
● But it will change quickly – Luke 2:14, 32
● Sometimes, obscurity is an important part of our journey
● Do not assume we understand all that God has in store!
● Humility!!
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