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Vincent Ferrer
When, by voluntary poverty and silence, you have banished from your heart 
the useless cares and vain alarms which prevent virtue from taking root and 
fructifying therein, as in a fertile soil, it remains for you to establish in your soul 
the virtues that are necessary to enable you to attain the degree of purity 
spoken of by Our Lord in His gospel, that degree by which you will be interiorly 
enlightened and enabled to contemplate the things of God. It is by this divine 
contemplation that you will acquire tranquility and peace, and He, who makes 
His habitation in peace, will Himself deign to dwell within you. You will clearly 
perceive that I purpose not to speak here of that purity which excludes from the 
heart those criminal thoughts that are interdicted to all; but of that strict purity 
which separates man, as far as it is possible in this mortal life, from all frivolous 
thoughts and allows him to think only of God, or what will lead him to Him. But, 
in order to obtain this gift of celestial purity, worthy of being styled divine, since 
he who attaches himself to God becomes one and the same spirit with Him, 
hearken to what appears to me to be absolutely necessary.
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Vincent Ferrer
First, it behooves you to deny yourself, according to our Lord’s 
precept: “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself” (Mt. 
16:24). The meaning of these words is that it is necessary to mortify 
oneself in every particular, to trample underfoot, so to speak, our 
own will and to contradict it in everything by sweetly submitting 
oneself to that of others, provided that what they exact of us is just, 
permissible and within the rules of decorum. But a general rule in all 
things temporal, and which have reference to the wants of the body, 
is that of never following our own will when we perceive it to be in 
opposition to that of others. Suffer every kind of inconvenience to 
preserve an interior tranquility of soul, too frequently disturbed by 
these contradictions, when, by adhering to your own judgment and 
conceits, you engage in useless disputes.
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Vincent Ferrer
It is not only in temporal matters that it is fitting not to follow our own will, but, even in things spiritual, or 
what is akin thereto, it is more advantageous to rule oneself by the will of another, provided it be good, 
although our own judgment may appear better and more perfect; for contentions and disputes cause us to 
lose much more by weakening humility, tranquility and peace of heart, than we should be able to gain by 
the most perfect exercises of virtue, when in this we pursue our own will in opposition to the will of another. 
I speak here of those persons who, united with you in the exercises of virtue, are aspiring like yourself to 
perfection, and not of those who call evil good, and good evil, and who show greater diligence in 
examining and condemning the words and actions of other people, than in correcting their own unruly 
ways. I do not counsel you to be guided by the judgment of every sort of person in spiritual matters; but in 
temporal concerns, it is different: here it will be always more to your advantage to submit to the will of 
another, than to follow your own.  But should you meet with opposition in the performance of good works, 
whether for your own advancement, for God's glory or the benefit of your neighbor, or even should you be 
absolutely hindered therefrom, be this on the part of your superiors, your equals or inferiors, do not dispute 
with them about it; but hold your peace, and attaching yourself more closely to God, say to Him, "Lord, I 
suffer violence, answer Thou for me." Grieve not, for in the end this will infallibly turn to your own and 
others' advantage. I say more: that which you see not now will one day be visible to you; that which 
appears an obstacle to your designs will be the very means that will lead to their final accomplishment. I 
might instance here examples gathered from the fruitful field of holy scripture, as that of Joseph, and many 
others, but I wish not to swerve from my purpose of avoiding quotations. My own experience itself affords 
sure testimony of the accuracy of my words.
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Macedonia and Achaia
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James, Chapter 2
● James 2:1

– Greek - not faith of our Lord but faith in our Lord - RWP

– "the Lord of glory" - "Lord of" is inserted by the translators and is not in the Greek (so 
Rotheram).  Rather, it refers to our Lord Jesus Christ as "the Glory" (RWP) – cf. Heb 
1:3, John 14:9

● James 2:2 – Assembly is actually Synagogue
● James 2:3 - Synagogues typically only had seats for the elders and wealthy 

members - cf. Matt 23:6
● James 2:4 – judges with evil thoughts

– Evil thoughts - more than just passing thought - perhaps better translated reasoning.  
Same word (dialogismos) as Rom 1:21

– Wrong thinking more dangerous than wrong doing – persistence vs. one-offs
● Rom 1:21-32
● Sins of the flesh in Dante’s time versus today
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Tool Time
● Lexicons – word studies

– These do not make one an “expert” in the original languages

– The same word can be used different ways
● Beware disregarding the translators to match one’s preconceived ideas
● The translators DO have their own bias

– Hebrew: Brown, Driver, Briggs, Gesenius

– Greek: Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich

– Conflicting meanings
● Prov 26:4-5 or Matt 7:1, John 7:24 or John 9:39, John 12:47
● Not contradiction but clarification
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Judging
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