
Foundations of Bible Study

The Plan Behind the Bible
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Understand the Plan to Understand the Bible

● There is a plan it is important – Acts 20:17-27
● If we don't understand the plan, we don't understand the 

documentation
● This sometimes creates problems pitching the plan
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Problems with the “Christian Pitch”
● “You no good rotten sinner!”

– I am?

● “Brother, are you saved?”
– Saved from what?

● How do we instill a sense of repentance?
– In our children
– In us – Mark 1:14-15

● What does Christianity do for me?
● Why do I need it?
● What problem does it address that I need to solve?
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The problem with 99.9%
Two million documents will be lost by the IRS this year.

22,000 checks will be deducted from the wrong bank accounts in the next 60 minutes.

1,314 phone calls will be misplaced by telecommunication services every minute.

12 babies will be given to the wrong parents each day.

268,500 defective tires will be shipped this year.

14,208 defective personal computers will be shipped this year.

103,260 income tax returns will be processed incorrectly this year.

2,488,200 books will be shipped in the next 12 months with the wrong cover.

5,517,200 cases of soft drinks produced in the next 12 months will be flatter than a bad tire.

Two plane landings daily at O’Hare International Airport in Chicago will be unsafe.

3,056 copies of tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal will be missing one of the three sections.

18,322 pieces of mail will be mishandled in the next hour.

291 pacemaker operations will be performed incorrectly this year.

880,000 credit cards in circulation will turn out to have incorrect cardholder information on their magnetic strips.

$9,690 will be spent today, tomorrow, next Thursday, and every day in the future on defective, often unsafe sporting equipment.

55 malfunctioning automatic teller machines will be installed in the next 12 months.

20,000 incorrect drug prescriptions will be written in the next 12 months.

114,500 mismatched pairs of shoes will be shipped this year.

107 incorrect medical procedures will be performed by the end of the day today.

315 entries in Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English Language will turn out to be misspelled.
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The Cross Points the Way
● The difference between God's love and our love:

– I John 3:16, I John 4:9-12, Matt 5:44-48, John 17:26

– Until we embrace the love of the voluntary poverty of the Incarnation 
and the love of the voluntary suffering of the Cross, we are not ready 
for the resurrection

● I Peter 1:15-16
– Are we? If not, what are we waiting for?

– We need to know what holiness is
● It is not our natural goodness or homespun wisdom

● The linchpin scripture: Phili 2:3-8
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Loving for Eternity

● Will we still love when we have everything?
– Heb 2:5-8, Rom 8:32

● We must change to be fit for eternity
● We must change to love like God

– Rom 5:5-8

– John 17:26

– II Pet 1:4
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