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Review of Celibacy and Priestly Celibacy

● Two different topics
– Celibacy is not just for priests and religious – I Cor 7:32-35

● Hermits and consecrated virgins and widows – not associated with liturgy or 
publicly professed

● Religious – public profession, committed to liturgy and community

– It is not a matter of choosing a more or less holy life
● All are called to the same holiness manifested differently

– Celibacy commits one now to the end which marriage foreshadows
● Eph 5:31-32
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Review of Celibacy and Priestly Celibacy

● Priestly Celibacy
– Spiritual dimension

● The consecration and union of celibacy as discussed

– Practical dimension
● The demands of serving the Church family

– Reform dimension
● Corrected the abuse of inherited benefices in the West

● Not all celibate
– Eastern rite and Orthodox priests (but not bishops) and deacons may be married but not 

remarry

– Western rite permanent deacons may be married but not remarry
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Review of Divorce and Remarriage

● Matt 5:29-30 – What will we let get between us and God?
● Matt 5:31-32, 19:3-9
● There are no grounds for divorce and remarriage is adultery
● There IS such a thing as a non-sacramental, non-binding 

marriage not bound by God
● Matt 19:6,9, I Cor 7:8,10,12,15
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Review of Divorce and Remarriage

● Free consent is essential
– Ignorance can make a marriage invalid but it cannot make it valid

● Avoid both ditches
– Do not disregard the clear teaching of Jesus

– Do not discount that you may not be violating it

● If there is a question, do not remain in the shadows
● Ask and find out!
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Gay “Marriage”
● Emotionally charged issue
● Both sides often shout so loud we can't hear each other

– Extremists on both sides

– People of good will and compassion on both sides

● We need to listen and build bridges rather than shout and put 
up walls
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Seeing Through the Confusion
● Christians oppose gay “marriage” precisely because they 

believe in equality between gays and straights
● The issue is not really gay “marriage” but contraception
● If we do not understand the above statements, we do not 

understand the issue
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Three Dimensions in Our Approach
● What God says to Christians (and all)
● Why God says this to Christians (and all)
● What Christians can say to others
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A Comparison of Dialogue and Debate
Dialogue is collaborative: two or more sides work together toward common understanding.

     Debate is oppositional two sides oppose each other and attempt to prove each other wrong.

In dialogue, finding common ground is the goal.

In debate, winning is the goal.

In dialogue, one listens to the other side(s) in order to understand, find meaning, and find 
agreement

In debate, one listens to the other side in order to find flaws and to counter its arguments.

Dialogue enlarges and possibly changes a participant's point of view.

Debate affirms a participant's point of view.

Dialogue reveals assumptions for re-evaluation.

Debate defends assumptions as truth.

Dialogue causes introspection on one's position.

     Debate causes critique of the other position.

Dialogue opens the possibility of reaching a better solution than any of the original solutions.

Debate defends one's own positions as the best solution and excludes other solutions.
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A Comparison of Dialogue and Debate
Dialogue creates an open-minded attitude; an openness to being wrong and an openness to change.

Debate creates a close-minded attitude, a determination to be right.

In dialogue, one submits one's best thinking, knowing that other people’s reflections will help improve it rather than 
destroy it.

    In debate, one submits one's best thinking and defends it against challenges to show that it is right.

Dialogue calls for temporarily suspending one's beliefs.

    Debate calls for investing wholeheartedly in one's beliefs.

In dialogue, one searches for basic agreements.

    In debate, one searches for glaring differences.

In dialogue, one searches for strengths in the other positions.

    In debate, one searches for flaws and weaknesses in the other position.

Dialogue involves a real concern for the other person and seeks not to alienate or offend.

    Debate involves a countering of the other position without focusing on feelings or relationship and often belittles 
or deprecates the other person.

Dialogue assumes that many people have pieces of the answer and that together they can put them into a workable 
solution.

Debate assumes that there is a right answer and that someone has it.

Dialogue remains open-ended.       Debate implies a conclusion.
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Sound Logic but Invalid Presuppositions
● Why can a heterosexual give the legal protection of marriage to the 

person for whom they care and are committed for the rest of their lives 
but a homosexual cannot?

● Why should a homosexual be denied the intimacy of marriage just 
because of the way God made them?
– The danger of a one size fits all view of homosexuality

– Even that discussion approaches homosexual orientation as if it was a problem

● Why do we differentiate between the intimate love of heterosexuals and 
homosexuals? Love is love

● If we cannot address these rationally, we do not understand the issues
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The Good in All This
● We need this dialogue
● We need to examine ourselves and our ignorances

– The Church has much to offer the gay community

– We must repent of those things that unnecessarily drive away the gay 
community

– We can all come out of this healthier if we would stop shouting at each other!

● We need to do a better job of explaining the wonders and goodness of 
human sexuality
– We need to reform our heterosexual behavior

– The Madonna effect
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Gay Rights

● A dangerous mix of issues
● Discrimination against what one is versus what one does
● The difficulty of vocabulary

– Homosexuality as an orientation

– Homosexuality as a sexual act



Elmont Community Bible Study

Equality

● No distinction based upon what we are – Gal 3:28
● Disposition is not sin – James 1:14-15

– Homosexual attraction is not sin

– Heterosexual attraction is not sin

– Chocolate or ice cream attraction is not sin
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Catholic Official Statements
2357 Homosexuality refers to relations between men or between 
women who experience an exclusive or predominant sexual 
attraction toward persons of the same sex. It has taken a great 
variety of forms through the centuries and in different cultures. Its 
psychological genesis remains largely unexplained. Basing itself 
on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts of 
grave depravity, tradition has always declared that “homosexual 
acts are intrinsically disordered.” They are contrary to the natural 
law. They close the sexual act to the gift of life. They do not 
proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity. 
Under no circumstances can they be approved.
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Catholic Official Statements
2358 The number of men and women who have deep-seated 
homosexual tendencies is not negligible. This inclination, which is 
objectively disordered, constitutes for most of them a trial. They 
must be accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every 
sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided. 
These persons are called to fulfill God’s will in their lives and, if 
they are Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord’s Cross the 
difficulties they may encounter from their condition.

2359 Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the virtues of 
self-mastery that teach them inner freedom, at times by the 
support of disinterested friendship, by prayer and sacramental 
grace, they can and should gradually and resolutely approach 
Christian perfection.
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Disordered
● Technically accurate but emotionally offensive term
● Intrinsically Disordered – cannot be done in an ordered way

– Refers to an act

– Heterosexual acts can be ordered or disordered

– Homosexual acts can only be disordered

● Objectively disordered
– Refers to a disposition

– Disposition does not lead to an ordered act

● Disordered DOES NOT REFER TO THE PERSON!!!
– There is nothing wrong with being homosexual
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Two Points to Remember

● #1 There is nothing wrong with being a homosexual
– People with same sex attraction are to be welcomed, loved, and 

respected in complete equality
– Our bigotry, ignorance, and prejudice must never drive away from the 

gospel and grace those whom God accepts – Acts 10:9-16,28
– In complete equality, heterosexuals and homosexuals are called to the 

same standard of sexual behavior

● #2 Homosexual acts are wrong
– Why??
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New Testament Scriptures about Homosexuality

● Not that many – more about fornication and adultery
– But still condemned

● I Tim 1:9-10, I Cor 6:9-10
– Some claim this is specifically pederasty – men with boys
– I Cor 6:9 may refer to catamites
– Not supported by the consistent teaching of the Church

● Rom 1:20-32
– Note use of “natural” - not referring to disposition

● Not about what natural to the person but to all creation
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But Why???

● To understand the issue of gay “marriage” we must understand 
human sexuality

● We tend to make the same mistakes regarding heterosexual 
and homosexual activity

● It is our failure to understand heterosexuality that has fueled the 
misunderstanding about homosexuality
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Logic versus Premise

● The logic of sexual promiscuity may be sound
● The assumptions from which we reason are different
● The Trinity is the underlying premise for Christians

– Man in the image of God – Gen 1:27

● Even non-Christians can embrace a different set of premises 
based upon the results

● Four false pre-suppositions
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#1 – Sex is a primarily recreational rather than 
reproductive activity

● In the beginning – Gen 1:27-28
● In the early church – I Tim 5:14
● No sex in Heaven – Luke 20:34-36
● Marriage and human sexuality are rooted in our mortality and our 

participation in the creation of children
● It's about children
● Objectivizing people – body image crisis, looking at each other 

and ourselves as objects for pleasure rather than temples of life



Elmont Community Bible Study

Sex and Our Mortality

● Gen 38:2-10

● Both about greed and not being willing to share life – DINKS
● It's all about children and our mortality

Er Onan Shelah Er Onan Shelah
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Very Early Christian Teaching
Clement of Alexandria, writing around 200 A.D., writes in the Stromata, Book II, Chapter 18, in a 
discussion of the compassion of the Law using the inverse example of fathers who expose their 
unwanted children to kill them, "But what cause is there for the exposure of a child? For the man who 
did not desire to beget children had no right to marry at first".

Earlier in the same chapter in a discussion of why the law commanded that a man could not marry a 
captive woman immediately but only after shaving her head and waiting 30 days, he writes, "For it 
regards it not right that this [marrying a captive woman] should take place either in wantonness or for 
hire like harlots, but only for the birth of children."

He is even more explicit later on in Book III, Chapter 11:

"That the law intended  husbands to cohabit with their wives with self-control and only for the 
purpose of begetting children is evident from the prohibition which forbids the unmarried man from 
having immediate sexual relations with a captive woman. If the man has conceived a desire for her, 
he is directed to mourn for thirty days while she is to have her hair cut; if after this the desire has not 
passed off, then they may proceed to beget children, because the appointed period enables the 
overwhelming impulse to be tested and to become a rational act of will." Deut 21:10-13

Recall that this is not a new teaching in 200 A.D. but rather the already established practice of the 
Church.  In answer to those who might think Clement unbalanced, in this same work he takes to task 
both those who promote promiscuity AND those who condemn all sexual activity as evil saying that 
the latter hate God and His purpose in creating man, woman, and marriage.
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#2 – Marriage is about couples
● It is about children
● Marriage not needed for friendship or intimacy

– It is needed by the children

● "Better to learn about incompatibility before marriage by living together"
● "Love is love" – if love is just about the couple, the circle of love is too 

small
● Core of love is self-sacrifice,not self-fulfillment – self-sacrifice for the 

children that may be conceived unintentionally or intentionally
– Each conceived child has a right to be born into a family with both natural 

parents and reared in a stable, committed home where the parents love each 
other and the children.  In loving self-sacrifice, if we don't have that, we don't 
engage in behavior that can deprive children of that right 
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